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Luke 5: 1 – 11

“Jesus in the boat”

2021 – 1 - 10

Let’s look at verse 2. What did he see? He saw not only two boats, but Peter and other fishermen. These
boats were their places of living and making living.
They were washing their nets. How many times did they wash these nets? They forgot counting. That
was their life – washing these nets again and again.
What is the place of your life and work? What kind of nets are you putting out and drawing them back?
What is the story of your life? Is your net full of fish or is it still empty?
We put out the nets and draw the nets over and over again.
Many people work so hard only to find that their nets are still empty.
They want to find satisfaction and happiness in life, but it seems to be so elusive like the fish evading the
nets. As students, they study hard but do not seem to be able to get the results they wish for. The more
you live, the more regrets and struggles you seem to have.
Let’s say we live around 80 years, give and take. Have you broken down how many hours you spend in
doing whatever you do in your life? The following is the rough idea.
You sleep for 26 years, you work for 21 years, you eat and drink for 9 years, you spend at least 5 years
looking at your phones, you spend 3 years in the car, you are in the school for about 2 years, and you
spend about 1.5 years in the washrooms. If you add all these up, you get 67.5 years. Beyond these, there
are times you spend fighting, worrying, regretting, being angry at someone, stressed, being sad,
agonizing.
If you add all these times, that’s what it is. That pretty much sums up your life.
If this is all we’ve got, that’s pretty depressing, and empty.
How much time would one spend giving thanks, laughing, rejoicing, praying and meditating?
How much time would one spend truly living, experiencing the joy and fullness of life?
When was the last time you exclaimed to yourself? “Yes, this is living. This is what life and living is all
about. I’m fully alive.”
Or are you waiting for another weekend to come, and are saddened by the fact that the weekend is
ending again? Are you just waiting for another holiday, another vacation to come? Are you just enduring
the week in order to get to another weekend? Are you enduring another semester, another hellish year
to see another vacation come?
Is your life like waiting in line at the Universal Studio? You wait in line for an hour to get on a ride that
last for a minute.
Is this the shape of our life?
Peter might have lived like that. Another net to cast, and wash. Endless repetition of these activities just
to make a living.
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Look at verse 4. Jesus thought of Simon Peter from the beginning. He is tired, disappointed and
dejected. He drew the nets whole night, but he didn’t have any fish to feed his family, let alone fish to
sell at the market.
Empty net – is this our life?
This can be the life of many people. They toil and work, but, in the end, there is nothing left in your
hand. You save all the money so you can live a comfortable retirement life, but once you get there, you
are too old and too tired to do anything. People raise their children, sacrificing themselves, spending
money, paying for their education. But once they become independent, they don’t even get a phone call
from their grown-up children.
Our life could be like a jar with a hole on the bottom. You keep pouring the water in to fill it, but it never
fills up. Our life can be empty like that. Life in your own way, life in your own hand can be a life with a
hole on the bottom.
When you try to live your life in your own way, it just gets away from you. It’s like you trying to grab
sand in your hand. The more you try to grab it, the more it gets away from you.
Many people also live their lives trapped: Pay another bill, pay another rent or mortgage, do the tax,
prepare another meal, wash dishes, clothes, clean the house, raise children, another homework, and
another test which seems endless. It’s like cleaning the nets over and over again. It never seems to end.
Is that all? Is that all we’ve got in life? Shouldn’t there be more to life?
Jesus says to Peter in the boat. “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.”
What he is saying is, “Don’t be afraid to go beyond what is safe, what you can control and manage, but
go into deep water. Instead of relying on your experience or even your failures, you can listen to me
now. You can dare to dream with me. When I am in the boat, you can do that. On your own, you will live
a reckless life, empty life, but I in your boat as your guide, you can live as a visionary, a dreamer.”
People spend all their lives building the walls of comfort, safety and security.
But Jesus is saying, “Do not sacrifice your dream and vision for the sake of comfort and complacency.
Only when you are willing to move beyond them, can you move closer to your dream, your vision.”
So tear down those walls. Go into the deep waters and cast nets there.
See verse 5. Peter, despite the fact that he himself is the fisherman, and an expert on this field, despite
that he is tired after working the whole night, he does listen to Jesus and does what he says.
And we find that his obedience results in a miraculous catch (vs 6-7).
Can we let down the net and enter into the adventure of obedience?
Can we overcome our fear and trust Jesus? Can we let him guide and lead our life?
I am not talking about living an other worldly life. I am not talking about abandoning everything here
and go to a faraway place. I’m talking about continuously living the life we live, but having Jesus in the
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boat of your life. When you do that, you now have a completely different purpose, direction, reason and
source of life.
Jesus being in the boat of your life. Let Jesus be in all the spheres of your life.
All the things you do, now you do it for Jesus under the guide and direction of Jesus.
You write, work, study, play, clean up and wash for the sake of Jesus, with the strength he gives.
There is a painting by Jean-Francois Millet, and the title of the painting is “Angelus.” If you look at the
painting, you will notice that the light is not on the church in the background, but it is rather on the cart
and spading fork, and the field. As in this picture, God’s eyes rest on the fields and hands of people
working.
In every aspect of your life, in everything you do, you now do in service to God.
Work becomes worship. Kindness you share, love you exhibit, help you provide, prayer you offer in your
heart – all these things become your expressions of worship to God in your everyday life.
Your boat, your field of life becomes God’s pulpit where He speaks and works through you.
So have Jesus in the boat of life. Go with him. Go to school with Jesus in your boat.
Go to work with Jesus in your boat. Go home with Jesus in your boat. And ask him where to go, where to
cast your net in your life.
Talk to him, “Lord, how do you want me to teach my students today? Give me wisdom.” “Lord, guard my
heart when I meet with my clients, my customers today.” “Lord, may your kindness and compassion be
shown through my actions and words today.” “Lord, help me to not wander, but concentrate when I go
to school and to class today.”
Let’s read Psalm 90:17: “May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the work of our
hands for us— yes, establish the work of our hands.”
Henry Giles said this:
“Man or woman must work. That is certain as the sun. But he may work grudgingly or he may work
gratefully; he may work as a man, or he may work as a machine. There is no work so rude, that he may
not exalt it; no work so impassive, that he may not breathe a soul into it; no work so dull that he may
not enliven it.”
Give the boat to Jesus and let him ride with you. When that happens, everything becomes different.
Everything you do in life begins to have new meaning and purpose.
Not only that, he also allows you to have a dream and vision, casting your net into deep waters and
living your life to the fullest.

